My Three Years in America

not only I myself, but almost all those gentlemen who returned
with me to Germany, had the feeling, on reaching home, that
wo in America had formed a much clearer notion of the true
stato of Germany, than fhosu of our fellow-countrymen who had
been living at home ; for they had boon completely cut off froru
the world by the Blockade. After wu had scon the conditions
prevailing in Germany, wo could understand even less than we
had before, why the Imperial Government had not snatched
with joy at the chance of making pence.
As to the question whether we should have obtained an
acceptable and tolerable peace through Mr. Wilspn's efforts, I
am still firmly convinced to-day, that this would have been the
case. The President would not have offered to mediate if he
had not been ablo to reckon with certainty upon success, and he
was better situated than nny Gorman, to know the attitude of
the Entente, In his farewell letter to me, Mr. House wrote :
** It is too sad that your Government should have declared
the unrestricted U-boat war at a moment whan wo wore so near
to peace. The day will come when people in Germany will
see how much you have done for your country in America."
Moreover, later on, Mr, Bo?iar Law publicly admitted in the
English Parliament that  Great   Britain would have collapsed
financially, if American help had not saved her.     The war-
spirit in France, during the year 1917, was simply upheld by
the hope of American help, and finally, in March, the Russian
Revolution broke out.    If wo had accepted Wilson's mediation,
the whole of American influence in  Russia would have been
exercised in favour of peace,  and not,  as  events ultimately
proved, against ourselves*    Out of Wilson's and Kercnsky's Peace
programme, we might, by means of diplomatic negotiations, easily
have achieved all that we regarded as necessary.    My conviction
that we could inr the year 1917, have obtained a peace which
would have been acceptable to ourselves, is based not so much
OB Wilson's good will, as upon the fact that, without American
help, the Entente could not possibly have achieved a victory.
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